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 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 

 

The last two years have been challenging for all of us and our future is still uncertain.  

However, we stand at the threshold of another year and, even as we find ourselves in 

the grip of the new Covid variant, we dare to hope that it will be different this year. 

 

To fund this hope in adversity, Paul has a twofold prayer for his hearers. Firstly, he 

prays that they might grow in understanding of their calling and make progress in 

wisdom and knowledge of God. 

 

“May the God of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of 

wisdom and perception of what is revealed to bring you to full knowledge of 

Him.” 

 

 Paul’s second prayer is that all his readers may have eyes to see how to live their lives 

in hope. 

 

“May He enlighten the eyes of your mind, so that you can see what hope His 

call holds for you” 

 

To grow in knowledge, wisdom and understanding, and to live in hope, is the 

invitation and challenge of the Scriptures to us today, as we look out on the year 

ahead. 

 

I would like to suggest five ways in which we can respond to this invitation and rise 

to the challenge.  They are not original to me.  They are received wisdom and I share 

them with you.  I have spoken of them before in a different setting, but I think that 

they bear repetition!  

 

Be confident in faith for our faith is true!   During these days we are celebrating in 

faith the truth that Christ came, that He remains with us in Word and Sacrament and 

that He will come again. 



 

Recognise your obligations to spread the Good News:   At the opening homily of his 

pontificate, St John Paul told his listeners “Do not be afraid.  Open wide the doors to 

Christ”.   Pope Francis makes a similar plea at the beginning of The Joy of the Gospel. 

 

“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal 

encounter with Jesus Christ or at least an openness to letting Him encounter  

them”.  Par.3 EG. 

 

This means not only opening your own heart to be touched by God, but also by 

sharing your personal experience of the life of Christ and the Church, with others, in 

whatever circumstances you find yourself. 

 

Challenge evil:   None of us is perfect.  Nonetheless we are called to challenge evil in 

all its forms:  injustice, oppression, lack of respect for human life from the womb to 

the tomb.  We must do what we can, however limited, to hold up the light of Christ 

where darkness abounds.  Like John the Baptist we are called to be witnesses to speak 

for the Light. 

 

Reflect on what God has done for you:  Luke tells us that Mary treasured all things 

that happened to her and pondered them in her heart and found it a source of 

strength.   Changing the world for the better takes energy.  Prayer and the Eucharist 

make it possible. 

 

And finally, decide what you, personally, are going to do to open wide the doors 

for Christ in the coming year:   Maybe it will only be the Lord Himself who will 

know what you choose to do and that is more than enough. 

 

Yesterday we celebrated the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God.  It is said that a 

picture paints a thousand words. In the history of religious art there are many 

paintings depicting Mary gently enfolding us, her children, under her mantle.  We ask 

her once again to watch over us with love, protect us from harm and hold us close to 

her. 

Throughout 2022 

      May the Lord bless you and keep you 

 May the Lord let His face shine on you and be gracious to you 

 May the Lord uncover His face to you and bring you peace. 

(Numbers 6: 24 -25) 
 
 

 


